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Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) and Microsoft offer ICT cash grants for Innovative Teachers

1st November, Reading 2005 – The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA), in partnership with Microsoft, is inviting teachers in Scotland to apply for cash grants of up to £2000, to aid the innovative use of ICT in the classroom and increase support for teachers already using ICT.

The project is a result of the Memorandum of Understanding signed between the Scottish Qualifications Authority and Microsoft in June 2005 and has been created to encourage the innovative use of technology in the classroom.

The grants will be financed from the ‘Challenge Fund’ and will be made available to ‘grass roots projects’ that demonstrate real creativity in the classroom and use ICT to transform the learning process. Further information can be found at: http://www.partnersinlearning.org.uk
Innovative ICT projects 

ICT has a key role in developing successful learners, with an enthusiasm for learning and an ability to think and learn independently and to use technology effectively. It can assist in developing confident individuals and effective contributors who have independent access to a wealth of information, through which they can develop and then communicate their own beliefs and views of the world. ICT can also support young people in becoming responsible citizens by giving them access to a wide range of political and cultural information which will help them to evaluate, for example, environmental issues and ultimately make informed choices.

The challenge fund seeks to attract projects that use ICT in the widest sense, for example:

· midi keyboards being used to support music projects; 

· GPS devices used in geography field projects to aid mapping; 

· Opening Art through use of digital devices; 

· Making Modern Languages relevant through use of digital audio devices. 

Commenting on the importance of the grants for teachers, David Burrows, Director of Education, Microsoft said: “Using ICT creatively in the classroom is important.  With the right level of access and support, teachers can use ICT to deliver lessons in new ways, and research shows its effective use can also engage disinterested students and personalise the entire learning process. These grants will further help to embed ICT into the education process and support teachers and schools who may not have had access to the latest technology and support previously.

We look forward to reviewing the projects and awarding grants to teachers across Scotland for their creative thinking and innovative use of ICT in the class room.”

Neil Robertson, Depute Director, Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) said; "We're delighted that Microsoft is helping to invest in Scotland’s education system, and we are very pleased to be involved in directing that investment to teachers who have shown innovation in the class room. The aim of the partnership is to reward those teachers, who may not have had access to technology in the past, in order to encourage a more creative learning process.” 

To be eligible for an award the educator must work at a Scottish school or college
, be enrolled as a member of the Microsoft Innovative Teacher network
 and be able to deliver the project in the current academic year. 

Projects must demonstrate the following key areas:

· Innovation -  the differences from existing approaches

· Teaching - the benefits that the teacher expects to gain from the project

· Learning - the impact of the project on the pupils’ experience (such as motivation, achievement)

· Sustainability - the continuation of the innovative activities beyond the initial project

· Transferability - the extent to which skills developed through the project can be transferred to other teaching and learning activities in the school and beyond

· Feasibility - the proposed activities are achievable within the timescale and budget proposed

· Competency - the teachers and pupils taking part in the activity have the competence to benefit from the project, or these skills will be developed as part of the project

· Commitment - the school senior managers are committed to supporting the project 

· Capacity -  there is sufficient staff and other resources available to ensure that project aims will be realised
Projects will be selected by an expert panel and will be evaluated by an independent consultant. Final proposals should be submitted by the 12th December.

The partnership between The Scottish Qualification Authority and Microsoft forms part of Microsoft’s Partners in Learning programme designed to improve access to, and better use of ICT in education.  The programme already provides a wealth of resources and tools for teachers and schools via other elements of the Partners in Learning programme; the Microsoft IT Academy and Innovative Teachers Programme. Further information can be found at www.microsoft.com/uk/education/PartnersinLearning. The initiative forms part of a global programme which provides a total investment of more than $250 million worldwide over five years to deliver ICT skills training to students and teachers and to assist in ICT integration into the curriculum. 

- ends -

Notes to Editors

About SQA

SQA is an executive non-departmental public body (NDPB) sponsored by the Scottish Executive Education Department.  It is the national body in Scotland responsible for the development, accreditation, assessment and certification of qualifications other than degrees and some professional qualifications.

About Microsoft

Founded in 1975, Microsoft (Nasdaq "MSFT") is the worldwide leader in software, services and Internet technologies for personal and business computing. The company offers a wide range of products and services designed to empower people through great software - any time, any place and on any device.

© 2002 Microsoft Corporation.  All rights reserved

For further information on Microsoft and to speak to a spokesperson, please contact:

Laura Tallett: laura.tallett@edelman.com / 020 7344 1545

� The Integration of ICT in Scottish Schools, HMIE, October 2005


� Educators working at Colleges must be delivering programmes through school/college partnerships


� The Innovative Teachers Network is a secure, online portal where educators can come together to share classroom success based on high-quality professional learning resources and teacher-driven content. It is a place to share ideas, passion and enthusiasm. For more information please go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.microsoft.com/uk/education/partnersInLearning/innovativeTeachersNetwork.mspx" ��www.microsoft.com/uk/education/partnersInLearning/innovativeTeachersNetwork.mspx�
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