Veterinary Nursing ~ Avian Care

Bird Identification 

Introduction

The first part of this unit is concerned with the identification of different species of birds that you may be required to treat in the course of your veterinary nursing career.

You will be required to learn how to identify these birds so that you are prepared for the assessment at the end of the course.

There are a number of different types of birds that you will have to learn. These will include a selection from each of the following groups:

Psittaciformes – Budgerigars and parrots

Passeriformes – perching birds, canaries and finches.

Galliformes – Domestic chickens and quail

Anseriformes – Ducks, Geese and Swans

Psittacines

This group is better known as the parrot family. Many of the members of this family are easy to tame and very responsive to their human owners. They are also good at mimicking human speech, which makes them rather entertaining.

Individuals you will be required to learn include:

· African Grey Parrot

· Black Headed Caique

· Budgerigar

· Cockatiel

· Green Winged Macaw

· Scarlett Chested Grass Parakeet 

· Goldie’s Lorikeet 

· Peach Faced Lovebird

· Golden Mantled Rosella Parakeet           

· Sulphur Crested Cockatoo

· White Fronted Parrot                 

African Grey Parrot

Psittacus erithacus
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Origin: Equitorial Africa

Features: These birds are sexually monomorphic and need to be sexed scientifically.

Lifespan: 50years

Diet: Mixed diet, seeds, fruit and green food. 

Black Headed Caique

Pionites melanocephala
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Origin: South America

Features: These birds are sexually monomorphic and need to be sexed scientifically.

Lifespan: 25 – 40  years

Diet: Mixed diet: seeds, fruit and sprouted beans

Budgerigar

Melopsittacus undulates
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Origin: Australia

Features: The adult male has a blue cere, while the female has a beige coloured cere.

Lifespan: 7 years

Diet: Mixed seed diet supplemented with a source of iodine. Also benefit from fresh greens and cuttlefish.

Cockatiel

Nymphicus hollandicus
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Origin: Australia

Features:
The male has deeper orange cheek patches, while the female has banding under the tail feathers

Lifespan: 15 – 18 years

Diet: Seed - eater

Scarlett Chested Grass Parakeet

Neophema pulchella
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Origin: Australia

Features: These birds are sexually monomorphic and need to be sexed scientifically.

Lifespan: 8 – 15 years

Diet: Seed eater

Green Winged Macaw

Ara chloroptera
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Origin: Central and Northern South America

Features: These birds are sexually monomorphic and need to be sexed scientifically.

Lifespan: 30 – 80 years

Diet: Mixed diet, seeds, fruit, and sprouted beans

Goldie’s Lorikeet

Trichoglossus goldiei
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Origin: Islands off the coast of Asia

Features: These birds are sexually monomorphic and need to be sexed scientifically.

Lifespan: 25 years

Diet: Fresh fruit or nectar solution.

Peach Faced Lovebird

Agapornis roseicollis
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Origin: Africa
Features:
These birds are sexually monomorphic and need to be sexed scientifically.

Lifespan: 15 – 25 years

Diet: Seed eater, but should be offered apple and green food.

Golden Mantled Rosella Parakeet

Platycerus eximius
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Origin: Australia

Features: Identifiable through song

Male: Melodious whistle

Female: Shouts briefly (The female is duller than the male and has less red colouration on the head and breast)

Lifespan: 15 years

Diet: Seed eater

Sulphur Crested Cockatoo

Cacatua sulphurea
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Origin: Indonesia, Celebes

Features: The male has a darker eye than the female.

Lifespan: 40 years

Diet: Mixed diet: seeds, fruit and sprouted beans

White Fronted Amazon 

Amazona albifrons albifrons
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Origin: Central America and Mexico

Features: The male has a red strip on the front edge of the wings and darker colouring around the head.

Lifespan: 50 years

Diet: Seed – eater, supplemented with some fruit and vegetables

Self Assessment Questions

QUESTION TrueFalse1: 

<question truefalse1>

<title>Sexing Budgerigars</title>

<text false>Female budgerigars have blue ceres.

</text>

<feedback correct>Well Done. Male Budgies have blue ceres, while females have beige ceres.</feedback>

<feedback incorrect>Sorry you are wrong. Male Budgies have blue ceres, while females have beige ceres.</feedback>

</question>

Sexing Budgerigars

QUESTION TrueFalse1: 

<question truefalse1>

<title>Dietary Characteristics</title>

<text true>The Goldie's Lorikeet is a nectar feeder.</text>

<feedback correct>Well Done. The Goldie's Lorikeet is a nectar feeder that also benefits from provision of fresh fruit.</feedback>

<feedback incorrect>Sorry you are wrong. The Goldie's Lorikeet is a nectar feeder that also benefits from provision of fresh fruit.</feedback>

</question>

Dietary Characteristics

QUESTION MultiChoice1: 

<question multichoice1>

<title>Origin of the species</title>

<text>Which one of the following species originated in South America?</text>

<answer correct>Black Headed Caique</answer>

<answer>Peach Faced Lovebird</answer>

<answer>Golden Mantled Rosella Parakeet</answer>

<answer>Scarlett Chested Grass Parakeet</answer>

<feedback correct>Well Done. The Black Headed Caique does originate from South America.</feedback>

<feedback incorrect>Sorry you are wrong. The Black Headed Caique originates from South America.</feedback>

</question>

Origin of the species

QUESTION TrueFalse1: 

<question truefalse1>

<title>Sexing Macaws</title>

<text false>The Green Winged Macaw is sexually diamorphic and can be differentiated by their plumage.</text>

<feedback correct>Well Done. The Green Winged Macaw is sexually monomorphic and can only be sexed using DNA testing or surgical endoscopy.</feedback>

<feedback incorrect>Sorry you are wrong. The Green Winged Macaw is sexually monomorphic and can only be sexed using DNA testing or surgical endoscopy.</feedback>

</question>

Sexing Macaws

QUESTION MultiChoice1: 

<question multichoice1>

<title>Parrot Characteristics</title>

<text>Which one of the following parrots has white plumage with a yellow crest?</text>

<answer>White Fronted Amazon</answer>

<answer correct>Sulphur Crested Cockatoo</answer>

<feedback correct>Well Done. The Sulphur Crested Cockatoo has white plumage with a beautiful yellow crest.</feedback>

<feedback incorrect>Sorry you are wrong. The White Fronted Amazon has a white patch on its head but the rest of its' plumage is bright green.</feedback>

</question>

Parrot Characteristics

