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Oral Questions – Unit D9MN 04

A) The common types of plants routinely used in the specified operation and how to identify them.

Q. What is the most obvious feature to be found on a young Ash tree in wintertime?

A. An Ash tree during winter has obvious black buds.

B)  How to transport plants.

Q. What is the most suitable container for carrying young trees?

A. A polythene sack.

C)  How and why to keep plants in a suitable condition for planting.

Q. How would you store young trees prior to planting?

A. Stored them in a sealed dark polythene bag away from wind and direct sunlight.

Q. Why store them in a bag in out of sunlight and wind?

A. In order to keep the roots moist, avoid drying out and to stop budding before planting.

D)  The types of tools, materials and personal protection equipment that is required for the job.

Q. What is the best tool to use for planting young trees?

A. A planting spade.

Q. How could you protect a newly planted tree?

A.        Protect it with a tree tube.
Q. What would stop the tree tube from blowing over?

                A.         A tree stake.

                Q.         What would be the most basic form of P.P.E to wear 

                             whilst using a planting spade?

                A.          Safety boots.

       E)        How to get tools and materials ready for the job.

Q. What would you check when you are selecting a planting spade?

A. The spade should have a clean blade, the shaft should not be cracked or split and the T-Handle should be secure.

Q. If you have 100 young trees to plant what should you have already laid out before you commence this task?

A. Sufficient tubes and stakes to complete the job.

         F)        How to prepare the planting medium for the job.

Q. If the place you select for tree planting has very stony, poor soil, how could you prepare this for planting?

A. You would create a planting pocket and fill with a better quality soil, compost mix to aid tree establishment.

G) How planting is carried out and what the results should look like.

Q. What factors should be considered when choosing a planting site for young trees?

A.         You should consider spacing, shelter, shade, drainage and orientation.

H) How to use and store tools, materials and personal protective equipment correctly.

Q. Describe how you would transport and store the following materials and equipment at your place of work; Hand tools, Young trees, tree stakes.

A. All tools should be transported/stored in a toolbox or a tool bag to prevent loss or damage.  Young trees should be stored/transported carefully in a heavy polythene bag to prevent unwanted growth or moisture loss.  Tree stakes should be bundled and tied securely to prevent damage and aid 

I) How to maintain the health and safety of yourself and other.

Q. State your role in maintaining the health and safety of yourself and others when doing the job.

A. You are responsible for following risk assessment recommendations in order to ensure your safety and that of workmates and the public. You should report problems, defects and other risks to your manager/instructor.

J) Why problems should be reported – when and to whom.

Q. Which problems should be reported to the supervisor and which ones should you deal with yourself.

· Exposed pipes and cables

· Plastic bags and rubbish from work activity

· Defective tools

· Soil/weather conditions

A.
Answers will vary according to the site and activity, but serious problems should be differentiated from trivial issues.  Students should appreciate how each problem is dealt with; when and by whom.

K) How and why to clean tools and how to report defects.

Q. Describe how to clean and store a planting spade.

A. Brush off any excess soil/mud, wash if necessary, dry off with cloth, wipe blade with oily cloth, hang up/store in a safe place.

Q. Who would you inform if your club hammer had a loose head?

A.     Report defects to manager/supervisor/storekeeper.
