Dewey Decimal Classification
What is classification?

Classification is a way of categorising books so that they are organised within a library.  This make sit easy for students to find the resources they need.  If you think about a supermarket, all the aisles are categorised into specific food sorts.
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Figure 1 - Rows of tinned goods on supermarket shelves

This is the same for a library.  A number is given to the book as a way of finding it, just like an address.
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Why Dewey

We use the Dewey Decimal Classification scheme because it is one of the most used and recognised means of classification.  It is also the easiest for locating resources.  The scheme attaches a specific number to a resource for example Psychology resources are within the 150 section. However you may see numbers which are separated by a dot for example 150.95; this is the specific number for finding information on psychological subjects such as Jung or Freud.

The ten main subject numbers are:

000 Generalities

100 Philosophy & Psychology

200 Religion

300 Social Sciences

400 Language

500 Natural Science & Mathematics

600 Technology (Applied Sciences)

700 The Arts

800 Literature and Rhetoric

900 Geography & History

These numbers are further divided again to cover all the various topics in each field

Dewey Classification numbers for Highers subjects
The following are the Dewey Decimal Classification numbers for Highers subjects:

	Art & Design
	700-710 & 730-769

	Biology & Human Biology
	570

	Chemistry
	540-547

	Communication & Media
	302.23

	Computing
	001.64-006.7869

	English
	428.076

	History & Geography
	900-998

	Literature
	800-899

	Mathematics
	510

	Modern Studies
	300-399 & 900-998

	Physics
	530

	Psychology
	150

	Sociology
	301


Library Skills

Primary and Secondary Sources of Information

Primary Sources of information:

Written or spoken eyewitness account or testimony; interview 

· Purpose: A firsthand anecdote (story) of an expert or witness 

· Advantage: Gives detail and personal view 

Experiments and tests 

· Purpose: To prove or test an hypothesis 

· Advantage: Gives numerical data 

Gathering eyewitness accounts and testimonies (survey or questionnaire) 

· Purpose: To collect a wide range of firsthand information 

· Combines detail of a personal response with a wide sampling for comparison/evaluation 

Secondary Sources of information
Information created or collected by someone else; secondhand information that can be found on the Internet, in magazines, books, newspapers, etc. 

· Purpose: Provides supplementary information and support to primary sources 

· Advantage: Easiest to find lots of information; convenience 

Exercise - Match the types of information
QUESTION Matching2: 

<question matching2>

<text>Match the following type of information as either primary or secondary sources</text>

<answer 1>Autobiography

</answer>

<match>Primary</match>

<match>Secondary</match>

<feedback correct>Correct</feedback>

<feedback incorrect>Sorry</feedback>
</question>

<question matching2>

<answer 2>Biography</answer>

<match>Primary</match>

<match>Secondary</match>

<feedback correct>Correct</feedback>

<feedback incorrect>Sorry</feedback>
</question>

<question matching2>

<answer 1>Interview</answer>

<match>Primary</match>

<match>Secondary</match>

<feedback correct>Correct</feedback>

<feedback incorrect>Sorry</feedback>
</question>
<question matching2>

<answer 2>Magazine article summarizing results of a scientific experiment</answer>

<match>Primary</match>

<match>Secondary</match>

<feedback correct>Correct</feedback>

<feedback incorrect>Sorry</feedback>
</question>
<question matching2>

<answer 2>Newspaper article summarizing results of a door to door survey</answer>

<match>Primary</match>

<match>Secondary</match>

<feedback correct>Correct</feedback>

<feedback incorrect>Sorry</feedback>

</question>

